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ABSTRACT

AnliBlich der nationalen Ausstellung der Frauenarbeit im Jahr 1898 in Den Haag wird im
folgenden den imperialen Verstrickungen des nicderlindischen Feminismus jener Zeit
nachgegangen, denn dic niederlindische Frauenbewegung identifizierte sich fiber jenc Aus-
stellung explizit mit der nationalen und kolonialen Geschichte ihres Landes. Im Mittel-
punkt der Ausstellung standen die Errungenschafien der modernen Industrie und des Em-
pire, Thren Hohepunkt bildete die [mitation cines javanischen Dorfes, dessen Anlage den
BesucherInnen die llfusion einer cigenen, wenngleich miniaturhaften, imperialen Reise ver-
mittelte. Die Organisatorinnen legten den Akzent der Bedeutung der Kolonien fur die Frau-
enbewegung auf die Beschtiftigungen, die sic europiiischen Frauen als Sozialarbeiterinnen
boten. Die indonesischen Frauen selbst blicben weitgehend unsichtbar. Obwoh! es den Ini-
\iatorinnen mit der Ausstellung gelang, ganz unterschiedliche Frauen der niederlindischen
Gesellschaft zusammenzufithren, %konnten sie keine Definition fir sFrauent finden, die Giber
die bestehenden kolonialen Verhilinisse hinausging.

1. Absences at the Beginnings

At the end of the 19th century Dutch feminists and women who saw themselves as
part of the women’s movement intensified their efforts to establish national visibili-
ty. By organising 8 national exhibition that celebrated women’s labour in all its as-
pects they succeeded in this endeavour to an unprecedented extent. This exhibition,
held in The Hague in the summer of 1898, provides an interesting insight into the
way in which the organisers and visitors of this national exhibition identified with
the available discourses about state and nation in the Netherlands.! A devising of
new forms of public speech about women’s interests and concems intersected with
the rise of a new image of Dutch colonial identity that took place in the same period.
Did an exchange of ideas, metaphors and references between the language about
ywomen¢ and the rhetoric of empire take place? How was the speaking about
ywoment in the Netherlands at the end of the 19th century related to speaking about
sthe colonies<? Did the rracialised Other¢ become part of the idiom of the new Dutch
women'’s movement? How and when were colonial women included in Dutch femi-
nist treatises? Was — on the other hand — the language about the Dutch role in the
West- and East-Indies gendered? Did Dutch feminists identify with Dutch colonial

All references to the exhibition are based on the results of a joint rescarch-praject. Together
with Maria Grever from the Catholic University in Nijmegen 1 have published a baok-length
historical study of this exhibition; Grever, Maria; Waaldijk, Berteke: Feministische Open-
baarheid. De Nationale Tentoonstelling van Vrouwenarbeid in 1898. Amsterdam 1998.
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rule or with indigenous women living in the colonised countries? Could both forms
of identification go together for a feminist in 18987

This article tries to contribute to a genealogy of inclusion and exclusion at two
levels.? Firstly it addresses questions about the whiteness of Western feminism. If,
as is maintained with reason by many, feminist discourse about women, and in par-
ticular women’s studies as an academic specialisation, is modelled on speaking
about white middle class women, what implications should this have for thinking
about difference and for writing a history of feminism? Is it possible to write a his-
tory of this »whiteness¢, a history that shows how the rhetoric of »all women¢ im-
plied the exclusion of »other women<? Historical research into early forms of na-
tional feminist activism and its relation to thinking about >race« may contribute 1o
the understanding of difference as crucial for feminist projects. Instead of speaking
about ynewq categories and the rmultiplication¢ of differences one could speak with
more reason about a legacy of difference common to all feminist thinking about
women. Thinking about women has in the history of feminism always taken place at
the intersection of gender with other differences. That legacy can be deplored and
praised - the material discussed in this paper would support both views — but it
should never be denied or forgotten. Myriam Diocratez once wrote: » [A] word does
not forget where it has been.«® sWomen« is a word that has traveled far, and the fol-
lowing is part of its travelogue.

In a second sense this project can be seen as dealing with a historiography of
inclusion and exclusion. In combining the history of the Dutch women's movement
with the history of Dutch colonialism, fields are brought together that differ widely.
However they share an important feature: both have seemed marginal to Dutch his-
tory in general. Colonial histery of the Netherlands has been dramatically absent in
Dutch political history. The colonial past has been a separate field that ofien only
entered Dutch historical awareness as irony, as if Dutch imperialism was never as
rreal¢ as the colonial projects of European neighbors were.! There has been research
into what the Dutch »did¢ in and >toc the Indies. The reverse questions, what colo-
nialism did to the coloniser, what role imperial rule in Indonesia, Surinam and other
parts of the world played in the construction of the Netherlands as a modem state
and nation are hardly ever posed.® The absence of »gender« from the scholarship of
colonialism is equally baffling, though for feminist researchers less surprising. In
the following it will be argued that these two absences resemble each other.

1 Stoler, Ann Laura: Race and the Educotion of Desire. Foucault's History of Sexuality and the

Colonial Order of Things. Durham 1995, 209, Stoler speaks of a ngenealogy of cxclusions«.
Diaz-Diocratez, Myriam: »Het woord vergeet niet waar het geweest is: de communicatietheo-
rie van Bakhtin als perspectiefl voor feministische Jiteratuurkritieke, in: Lover 16:1 (1989), 8-
16.

Wesscling, H. L.: »Bestond er een Nederlands imperialisme?«, in: Jndiz verloren, rampspoed
geboren, Amsterdam 1988, 194, for example describes Dutch imperialism as a mouse that pre-
tended to be an elephant (published in English in Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth His-
tory 16:3 [1988], 57-70).

Stoler, Desire, 118, and Stuurman, Siep: »Wacht op onze deden«, Het liberalisme en de ver-
nieuwing van de Nederiandse staar, Amsterdam 1992, 414, note 5.
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2. 1898: An Example
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3. Excluded from Dutch History?
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gent studies of Dutch bourgeois culture do not take into consideration the social and
cultural importance of the Dutch colonial empire. Colonial history is a separate field
of knowledge that appears to be of only marginal value to the scholarship of Dutch
political culture. A recent study by Martin Bossenbroek of the images of the
»Netherlands East Indies¢ and the »Boerenc in South Africa in Dutch culture around
1900 is one of the rare exceptions.® The study contains a wealth of information
about the impact of imperialist ideologies and practices on Dutch culture. It de-
scribes how the Dutch applauded military subjection of Atjeh during a series of
bloody actions around the tumn of the century. At the same time politicians formula-
ted the ideals of an »ethical« policy aimed at »civilising¢ the Indies by way of educa-
tion, infrastructure and the rule of law. Although the author at the end of his book in
an ironic twist suggests that all colonial thinking may have been a dream and noth-
ing more, his main conclusion is that imperial ideology contributed to the formation
of a modern Dutch national identity that had popular support.®
The history of women in general and of feminists in particular in the Nether-
lands shares with the history of colonialism a certain historiographical exclusion and
marginalisation: women’s history is often seen as a separate field without implica-
tions for the history of Dutch state, culture and economy. Feminist historians have
rightly claimed that women have been marginalised as outsiders, that their influence
and achievements have been neglected by male historians who did not want to face
the importance of gender as a useful category of histerical analysis.'"® Reclaiming
the importance of both histories for a better understanding of Dutch national identity
in general raises the point of the connection between feminism and colonialism. In
this respect histories of feminism will have to address the question how women and
how the women’s movement have participated in the Dutch colonial enterprise. The
notion that history of feminism is about the »good guys¢ (innocent women) left out
while historiography of colonialism is about the sbad guys¢ (aggressive imperialists)

left out will not help to understand the ways in which both histories have crossed
and intersected, "

Bossenbrock, Martin: Holland op ='n breedst. Indié en Zuid-Afrika in de Nederlandse cultuur
omstreeks 1900, Amsterdam 1996,

Bossenbroek, Holland, 358.

There are too many books and articles mentioning the gender-blindness of Dutch historiogra-
phy to list here. Schwegman & Withuis, Grever and Acrts address the question in a stimulat-
ing exchange about the integration of women in the Dutch Nation State. Schwegman, Marjan;
Withuis, Jolande: »Moederschap: van springplank tot obstakel. Vrouwen, natie en burger-
schap in twintigste-eeuws Nederlande, in: Geschiedenis van de Vioww. De nwintigste eeuw.
Ed. by Duby, George; Perrot, Michelle. Amsterdam 1993, 557-583; Grever, Maria: »Femi-
nisten en het Vaderland. De historische legitimatie van een vrouwelijk wij-gevoelx, in: Femi-
nisme en verbeelding. Jaarboek voor Vrowwengeschiedenis 14, Ed. by Bosch, Mincke et al.,
Amsterdam 1994, 162-170; Aerts, Micke: »:Om het lot van de krijgsman te delen«. Koningin
Wilhelmina en het martiale perspectief op burgerschape, in: Jaarboek voor Vrouwengeschie-
denis, Sekse en Oorlog. Ed. by Bosch, Mineke et al. Amsterdam 1995, 11-32.

A challenging and innovative view of the intersection between class and gender is offered in
Klein, Marjan van der: »Promotie en degradatie in de kiesrecht competitie«, in: Gronlek. Gro-
nings Historisch Tijdschrifi, 27 (1993/94), 86-106.
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4. The Making of Bourgeois Power

The observation by Stoler that colonialism and imperialism are m.lssm{g_ !i'o;ncm:tﬁ;
ries that deal with the development of the modern Dutr:h bourgeo.ls plil] itica ulthee
is part of a broader argument. In Race and the Education of Desire s] : argu‘“ance
the construction of the Western middle class apd the new fc?nns of se sursv:nI face
that fuel it can only be understood in its colonial and imperial confitllor;s. d.o t;.; 125
serts that Miche] Foucault’s well-known thesis about.the construction of a ls:l:read
of sexuality in the West-European 19th century reqmres.(and in son'.letwa{s e _i
includes) the indispensable supplement of the ‘constmf:tmn of a raclljs co Ozillance
course. Only this combination can fully explain the rise of power by sutrv e 0%
Colonialism was, according to Stoler, central, not marginal, to the ﬂ::ons :uu on of
the new forms of power that rested on control of the self. The 19 ;f}r: tr); "
geois culture of liberalism was based on a new awareness of the sel Tha s re:;i |e
snormalcyt, *health¢ and ysense« as denotations of personal autonomy. 5 ese mtlr o
class sensibilities were, in Stoler’s words, not exported to the colomes' lox'rt\u al§ 5 E
and stable bourgeois mother country; quite on the contrary: the cploma situa lonon-
<elf was one of the chief locations where the European bourgeois culture wa? cihe
structed. There, in the nurseries, the household fnanualis and marriage co:.imsels, o
European bourgeoisie developed its sense of being entitled tc‘!!power byakeve c;ﬁxd egr
the image of a racialised other vis-a-vis an autonomous self.. Stoler ;1 es E]% e
an important aspect of her analysis of imperlal|§m. S.he points out at »‘E‘e l:ns;n
provided the fertile terrain on which the bourgeois notions .of n}anlmess atr_l \.ru:ll 3;
could be honed and put to patriotic test«, and that a colomaludlscourse of »vigi agf
hygiene« was centred around the white European women. Although 1lma?,¢;§ i
manliness and femininity are thus crucial in Stolel:’§ ans:tlysm of Dutch co cm;!z_a ism,
an active historical role of Dutch women and feminists in the constructlox: |-mpne;
rial ideologies is not taken into account.” On the other hand, }l}e work by t?tl;lleule
Burton and Vron Ware, which shows the involveme?l of B.rmsh .fel.nuu;ts El i
imperialism of their time, har]cs\ly addresses the meaning of imperialism for the co
i rgeois power. )
Stmgllglr::: grbgzl::sg that 513 invisibility of colonialism in hislc‘arfography of Dulctlngb-
eralism is the result of a concept of colonial rule as an a(EtIVlty that does lr:'wt influ-
ence the mothercountry. This concept has reinforr-:ed the idea that Dutch t o;rgeo:!s
society and the ruling of the liberal middie class in Holland was created independ-

12 gyoler, Race, 99.
& , 128 and 188, - _ .
= Istt(;!scﬁoﬁ:tzimes argued that women's history should rename itselfl 85 gendcr-hlstory._ This
scems fruitful only when it does not mean that the history of women is _r_ep!aced by' a hlstlo:iy
of concepts of femininity and masculinity, while women and their activities are again exclud-
historical narratives. . -
e igaf-reo "\‘lron: Beyond the Pale. White Women, Racism and History. London 1992; Bunon; An
loinct'tcz Burdens of History. British Feminists, Indian Women, and Imperial Culture,

1865-1915. Chapel Hill, NC 1994,
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ently from imperial rule abroad.'® The image of middle class sensibilities as being
yimported¢ to the colonies makes invisible the ways in which these sensibilities
themselves were produced in an imperial and racialised context. Only the object of
colonial rule seems to be influenced by colonialism. Its subject is untouched by
what it does to others, it remains self-contained and secure in its avtonomous posi-
tion.

It seems useful to ask whether feminism’s absence from general histories of
Dutch bourgeois liberalism can be explained by referring to this same type of rea-
soning. Dutch women’s emancipation is indeed often seen as having entered politi-
cal bourgeois culture from the outside. The activities of the women's movement
have often been described as those of an outside group that »claimed: citizenship.
The fact that Dutch wormen obtained rights and privileges as citizens supposedly did
not influence the Duich coneeption of citizenship itself.' The idea that citizenship
could have been exported« to women while the Dutch bourgeois idea of an autono-
mous self did not change thus suggests that women can simply be »addeds to the his-
tory of the Netherlands, without »stirring¢ that history. Although research in the field
of Dutch women’s history has shown that women did make a difference when they
became active in fields that had been dominated by men, e.g. universities, clerical
work in offices, labour- and marriage-legislation or historical scholarship, this dif-
ference has until now hardly resulted in a fundamental rewriting of the histories of
these fields." This deficiency is especially neticeable when one turns to the histories
of modern nationalism. All of the issues addressed by the Dutch women’s move-
ment at the end of the century are considered by modern historians as crucial for the
construction of modern nationalism.'” Education, citizenship, productive labour, a
popular sense of belonging, political representation, and the responsibilities for pub-
lic and private morals was what new national identity was about,

Histories of Dutch political culture in the 19th and carly 20th century hardly deal with cofo-
nial aspects of Dutch society. Cf. Stevens, Theo: »Koleniale geschiedenis in bedrijf. Commen-
taar bij een opgrociende stiefkind van de Nederlandse geschiedschrijvinge, in: Theoretische
Geschiedenis 23 (1996), 361-374.

In a comparable line of reasoning Paula Baker has argued that the political culture of the Unit-
cd States was deeply influenced and changed by the rise of women as political actors. Baker,
Paula: »The Domestication of American Politics: Women and American Political Society,
1870-1920«, in: American Hisiorical Review 89 {1984), 620647,

Braun, Marianne: De prifs van de liefde. De eerste feministische golf, het huwelijksrecht en de
vaderlandse geschiedenis. Amsterdam 1992. Grever, Maria: Strijd tegen de stifte. Johanna
Naber (1859-1941) en de vrouwenstem in geschiedenis. Hilversum 1994, Bosch, Mincke: Her
geslacht van de wetenschap. Vrowwen en hoger onderwijs in Nederland 1878-1948. Amster-
dam 1994, Haan, Francisca de: Sekse op kantoor, over vrouwelijkheid, mannelifkheid en
macht, Nederland 1860-1940. Hilversum 1992, Eijl, Cormric van: Hetr werkzame verschil.
Vrouwen in de siag om arbeid. 1898-1940. Hilversum 1994.

Gellner, Emst: Nations and Nationalism. Oxford 1983; Weber, Eugen: Peasants fo French-
men. The Modernization of Rural France, 1870-1914, Stanford 1976; Smith, Anthony D.: Na-
tional Identity, Harmondsworth 1991; Anderson, Benedict: Imagined Corumunities. Reflec-
tions on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. London 1991,
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The Dutch women’s movement at the end of the 19th century contributed ex-
plicitly to the discussions about these topics around which bourgeois self-awareness
was established. If — as Stoler argues — >empire« was a constitutive element in that
process, the involvement of the women’s movement in the creation of an imperial
discourse deserves closer scrutiny. This calls for a revision of the image of the
women's movement as an »innocent outsider¢ to the history of nationalism as well
as imperiatism. The struggle for women's rights may have been one of the sites
where new forms of speaking about empire and colonialism took shape, The claim
to female citizenship was articulated in an era when Westemn nation-states partici-
pated in a worldwide imperial project. It is therefore important to trace how new
definitions of female citizenship related to divisions that were defined as national,
racial and social.

By reconstructing these genealogies I intend to move beyond a binary opposi-
tion of »complicity¢ and rresistancec that dominates much writing about women in-
volved in imperial projects in Britain and the Netherlands. Namatives about
rimperialc women have often ambipuous story-lines, The histories of emancipation
as women on the one hand and knowledge of their support for racism and oppres-
sion on the other hand seem to belong to different realms. The first is praised as in-
dependence and a break with traditional notions of womanhood, while their racism
is blamed on the conventions of the time. This approach leaves the possible interde-
pendencies between both aspects of women’s lives unquestioned. White feelings of
superiority were often defended by referring to the subjected position of women in
snative« societies. The emancipation¢ of European women served in some instances
a legitimisation of colonial rule.

The Dutch national exhibition of women’s labour in 1898 offers a challenging
opportunity to trace the genealogies of imperial involvement of Dutch feminism.
The exhibition was an occasion where the Dutch women's movement explicitly
identified with Dutch national and colonial history. It took place at a time when
Dutich colonialism was being thoroughly restructured, turning from limited seitle-
ments and extensive economic exploitation by the colonial state into full-fledged
imperialist rule.?® At the same time new ideas about social legislation and respon-
sibility of the government for social well-being were gaining influence. When the
organisers of the exhibition addressed the »women’s issue¢ as a question about the
contribution of women to the Dutch state, they participated in a debate where few
parameters were undisputed. The controversies between supporters and opponents
of social legislation, between defenders and critics of Dutch imperialism covered a
wide political spectrum.

20 Kuitenbrouwer, Maarten: Nederland en de opkomst van het Nederlandse Iimperialisme. Kolo-
nieén en bultenlandse politiek. Amsterdam 1985; idem, »Colonialism or Imperialism? Dutch
Overscas Expansion, 1870-1914«, in: State and Trade. Government and the Economy in Brit-
ain and the Netherlands since the Middle Ages. Ed. by Groenveld, Simon; Wintle, Michael.
Zutphen 1992, 107-124.
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5. Back to 1898: Exhibiting Women and Empire

The 1898 exhibition became a landmark in the history of Dutch feminism. The or-
ganisers aimed at showing the importance of women's work in all its aspects. As
mentioned before the exhibition was accompanied by a number of conferences.
These were dedicated to a range of issues relating to women’s labour that did not
lend themselves to visual display. A conference about public morality enabled wom-
en to discuss prostitution without showing anything that could be deemed immoral.
Social work was another topic that could be discussed without showing aspects of
poverty and living conditions that for middle class visitors to the exhibition might
have been abhorrent.

The published proceedings of these conferences reveal from what perspectives,
from what locations, the women and men present looked at women’s Jabour. Al-
though working conditions of lower class women and, for example, prostitutes were
by implication part of the conferences, the attention focussed on the role middle
class women could play in ameliorating the fate of those women. Thus women’s
work was discussed mainly from the perspective of bourgeois women who might
improve the lot of the other women. The participation of women from a working-
class background was limited, though not totally absent. During the conference
about rservants¢ one or two women spoke from their experience as domestic ser-
vants, the majority however spoke from its experience as employers,

The right to speak about social problems in general was claimed by women who
tended to define social problems as problems of >other« women. The problems of
young middle class women who were educated and who suffered from boredom
being stifled by the limits posed upon them were discussed by one of the few
women with a medical degree. This doctor, Catharina van Tussenbroek, was herself
an example that such limits could be overcome. In this perspective it is revealing
that the exhibition of the working conditions of poor labouring women (seam-
stresses, cigar-makers, farm-hands) was seen as the responsibility of the committee
on social work.?! This part of the exhibition was called the stable of horroursc. Here,
products of long and underpaid hours of women’s labour were exhibited and
budgets of working class families were added as further illustration. Clearly, these
conditions belonged to the realm of social work, they formed the proper object of
women wanling to improve the sitvation of other women. The committee on indus-
try exhibited the glorious results of modemn industry and the good working condi-
tions that were created by some modem industrialists, their wives and by the female
welfare workers they employed.?

Apart from the glories of modem industry, the glory of the empire figured
prominently at the exhibition. One of the conferences was dedicated to the role of
women in the colonies and was announced as a debate about social work in »our

|

2 Amsterdam, TAV, »Collection NTV, f. 148, minutes of meeting May 1, 1897,

See for example a booklet published to accompany the exhibition’s yHall of Industrye; Spar-
naay, Marie: Industriezaal. N.p. 1898. This text was to a large extent devoted to the need to
create new supervision-jobs for middle class women.
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Indian properties« {my emphasis — B.W.).” Here the colonie_s were discussed as
places of opportunity for women from the Netherlands. The discussion of colom?l
conditions emphasised the possible role Western women could and should p.lay in
the colonies. Attention focussed on issues of ymorality« and health-care in the
colonies. While colonial rresponsibilitiest, the ywhite woman's burdenc so to speak,
were discussed at the conference, the empire itself was celebrated. The exhibition
added rtastet, >soundc and rimage« to the words at the conference. In several pavil-
jons Indonesian and Surinamese food was for sale, handicrafls from the colonies
were exhibited and Gamelan music could be listened to. Whereas the exhibition in
general was strictly limited to showing the results of women’s work, here the organ-
isers departed from that principle: both male and female crafts were shown. Presum-
ably the organisers were more interested in the new opportunities for Eurf)pean
women that colonial rule offered than in the condition of women’s labour in the
colonies. -
This point of view was underscored by the architectural design of the exhibition.

The exhibition grounds, in the dunes just outside the Hague, were divided into two
parts, In a symmetrical building large and small rooms were dedic.aled to severfil
types of women’s work. The entrance at the front brought the visitors into a big
yHall of Industry¢. Here the achievement of modem industry was displayed.* The
central room at the end of the building was the conference hall where all exhibition
conferences were held. Apart from two small rooms dedicated to the Dutch East
Indies and Suriname, where examples of handicraft from these parts of the world
were shown, the main part of the colonial exhibition was situated in th? garder.ls.
Winding footpaths brought the visitors to different small pavilions. yExotic¢ music,
sexotice architecture and rexatic< food were offered to the women and men who vis-
ited the exhibition. The gardens offered relaxation afler visiting the exhibition or
one of the conferences. Here the classification was less strict and the sensation of
wandering into another world provided visitors with the illusion of imperial travel in
miniature.®® They could see Javanese women doing batik-work. They could also
listen to 2 Javanese Gamelan-orchestra made up of men. The Javanese men and
women belonged to a troupe who had been travelling through Europe to perform at
several exhibitions. There is no evidence that much discussion took place about the
fact that male musicians participated in the exhibition. While the concerts and recit-
als of the exhibition in general were limited to work by female composers, all-

23 ,Samenkomst ter bespreking von den arbeid der Vrouw op verschillend Maatschappelijk ge-
bied in onze Indische bezittingen«, Amsterdam, IIAV, Coflection NTV, £ 305.

2 The cxhibition of women’s labour stands in a long tradition of manufactural exhibitions that
glorified national success in industry. Rydell, Robert W.; Gwinn, Nancy E.: Fair Represenita-
tions. World's Fairs and the Modern World. Amsterdam 1994,

¥ Coombes, Annie E.: nMuseums and the Formation of National and Cultural Identities«, in:
The Oxford Art Journal 11:2 (1988), 57-68, offers an insightful analysis of the consequences
of the nlack of rigorously imposed control over the viewing space« at British colonial exhibi-
tions around 1900. »Learning through pleasure« offered the visitors a chance to feel like parti-
cipants of the British empire.
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female choirs and woman-conductors, the colonial context apparently made the gen-
der of the musicians less important.*®

6. Comparing Two Worlds

Because the exhibition contained both the representation of women’s labour in the
Netherlands and of women's labour in the colonies, it is possible to compare the
perspectives involved in both instances. It was not often that colenial and domestic
conditions were exhibited in the same place. In this context the analogies between
slums and colonies drawn during the conference and exhibition deserve particular
attention. Michelle Perrot has pointed out that for women at the end of the 19th
century »slums¢ could mean the same as >jungle« meant for men: an opportunity to
discover new territories, a chance to live dangerously and outside the limited con-
ventions of their lives.?

A social democratic leader was reported to have criticised the fact that bourgeois
women paid so much attention to conditions in the colonies that needed improve-
ment. According to him, closer to their well-to-do homes, in the urban slums, the
same appalling conditions could be found. It is crucial to look closely at the impli-
cations of this analogy as there is more at stake than a metaphor for the enterprise of
looking beyond the limits of one’s own class. The analogy between the empire and
the poor or working classes paints to the way the Dutch women’s movement con-
structed women’s claim to citizenship. The argument that women were entitled to
full membership of society was based on the idea that their labour was valuable for
others.

The value of womén’s work was defined as contributing to a social and
ycivilised« Dutch nation and empire that taok care of those in need. The construction
of rothers¢, whether jpaupers¢ or indigenous men and women in the colenies,
whether »drunken husbands¢ or >fallen woment, was crucial for the construction of
the Dutch women's movement. By making >secial worke for the benefit of these
groups the centre of their definition of women’s claim to citizenship, the feminists
took part in and contributed to a new definition of state and nation in the Nether-
lands. By claiming public attention for what were now called )social problems¢ and

¥ Two journal articles testify to the group of Javanese: v. 8.: »Insulinde op Insulinde« Jnsulinde

19-7-1898, and v. S.: »De quaestic der Javanen van kampong Insulinde« Insulinde 27~
9-1898, reprinted in: Poeze, Harry A.: In ket land van de overheerser. Indonesiérs in Neder-
land 1600~1950, Dordrecht 1986, 28. In a little booklet that was sold to visitors the organisers
of the exhibiton of Insulinde (the name for the Indonesian part of the exhibition) expressed
their gratefulness to the general organising committee that they were allowed to show Java-
nese men as well as women. They argued that where ywoman's labours could in theory be con-
sidered separately from ymen’s laboure, the exhibition/performance of :native lifec was incom-
plete without the male element.

Perrot, Michelle: »Qutside the Circlex, in: The History of Women in the West. Ed. by Duby,
George; Perrot, Michelle (series-eds.). Vol. IV: Emerging Feminism from Revolution to World
War. Ed. by Fraisse, Genevieve; Pervot, Michelle (vol. eds.). Cambridge 1993, 373-404.
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the specific ameliorating power of women, Lhess.: fem‘u?ists. slrength(_ane'd a new
definition of social responsibility of the state. Their cun}nbutnon was snglﬁgint in
the creation of a discourse that defined empire and nation as s_oc1al entities. -The
Dutch women’s movement of the 1890s helped to Put smorality¢, social policies,
and an ethical approach to colonial politics on the nmunal_ a.gf:nda. R

The exhibition of 1898 combined calls for the prohibition of prostitution, for
social legislation and for 2 yeivilisingt colonial policg.(. Tt enabled women from the
Dutch middle class to see themselves as part of the rulu)g classes of the Netl.le.rl.ands.
By claiming that women could make the nation >soc1§l(, >d?cenl< and. >c1.v1llsed.c,
they constructed room for middle class white women in 'nauonal public life. This
approach facilitated the emergence of new forms of authority. These were no longer
based on wealth or economic independence, but on a gendered and racialised sense

of »decency« and >normalcy<.

7. Who Were >Womend?

For the women who participated and organised the exhibition of 1 898 this new basis
of entitlement was exhilarating, It opened visions of & world thre they no longer
would be excluded from positions of authority on account of their sex. On the con-
trary: their sex provided them with special claim to a.uthonty. The del-Jates surround-
ing the preparations for the exhibition reflect this thrill. At the same time, thf:y show
an uneasiness when speaking about ywomen. In the language of the organisers the
word »womenc¢ shified from subject to object. At one moment ywe women« would
improve the world, a moment Jater ywoment were the !:mes wh9se p!osmon would be
improved by efforts such as the exhibition. Sometimes quite literally »women«
moved in one argument from being subjects to being objects and back again.
Whether they discussed women as objects of imprnvem.ent or WoITen as l?le agents
who would bring about this betterment, speakers and wnlers_had to dea! \leth differ-
ences: when describing women’s agency, they stressed the different po}n}cal _and re-
ligious convictions that were combined in the exhibition. When expla'mm_g in what
sense the position of women should be improved, social and economic differences
were mentioned: both the middle class woman who was not allowed to work'and the
woman who needed charity would profit from the women’s movement. While Flass
was important in these distinctions, the colonial context offered another set of differ-
ences to bridge. It was not easy to find a language that included both_ Dutch women
(in the mother country and in the colonies) and indigenous women in the colonies.
When the Indies and Suriname were described as »our possession¢, the word your¢
included all Dutch women in the imperial project while Surinamese and Indonesian

3 The argument that women invented the social, and that the social was gendered as female has
been made eloquently and convincingly by Denise Riley. However, she does not address ques-
tions of colonialism. Riley, Denise: ndm I That Name?« Feminism and the Caregory of yWom=
ent in Hisiory, Basingsstoke 1988, For Dutch history, see: Dudink, Stefan: Deugdzaam libera-
lisme. Soclaal-liberalisme in Nederland 1870-1 901. Amsterdam 1997.
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women were excluded, For the organisers it does not seem to have been obvious
that a National Exhibition of Women's Labour in the Netherlands necessarily in-
cluded a colonial dimension. In fact, they hesitated to define how speaking about
»women¢ should be related to speaking about the colenies.

The last minutes of the first preparatory meetings demonstrate this. One woman
asked whether attention for the Indies (»east« and »west«) was fitting for an event
that aimed to improve the situation of Dutch women,® The question gave rise to an
extensive discussion in which several ways of including the colonial in & Dutch
women’s project were articulated. One of the speakers asserted that a growing num-
ber of Dutch women went to the East Indies and that it was in their interest to know
more about the colony. Another speaker argued that information about the Indies
might help to raise interest in the colonies, where conditions were often »deeply
horrible«. She implied that Dutch women might improve these circumstances. The
first speaker doubted whether »indian women« (Indische vrouwen) would profit
from the Exhibition. If the Exhibition could not contribute directly to the advance of
women in the colonies, a colonial section would be unnecessary. The last woman to
speak on the issue referred to the young queen and women’s experience of exclu-
sion. First she argued that women who had suffered removal from authority at the
hands of men should themselves beware of excluding another group of women. She
then continued by arguing that if the Exhibition was to ask the royal support of the
queen, the organisers should take into account that the queen would never support
an undertaking that excluded a number of her subjects. This statement was received
with applause by those present. Thus the female monarch provided an image that in-
cluded all women. The language of national and imperial unity provided the speaker
with a language that seemed to make all women equal, However, this form of inclu-
sion had its price. It was based on the uncritical acceptance and celebration of Dutch
imperialism.

8. A Legacy of Differences

The question how Dutch feminism in the 1890s related to Dutch colonialism is cru-
cial for the effort to write women into Dutch history, If we want to take seriously the
claim that women, gender and feminism have been important actors and factors in
this history, then the implication of the women’s movement in the Dutch colonial
enterprise will have to be addressed. Stoler argues convincingly that new forms of
power developed in the 19th century depended on the construction of a new bour-
geois sense of the autonomous self. This self was constructed by differentiation
from sexualised and racialised sothers«. The women who organised the Exhibition of
1898 infused the public debate with arguments about women's responsibility in the
areas of sexuality, social conditions and colonial rule. Dutch feminism contributed
to the innovation of the meaning of citizenship. This citizenship had at its heart the

» Amsterdam, IIAV, »Collection NTV«, £. 2, minutes of meeting in Utrecht, March 17, 1897.
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right to reducate« the working classes, to »savec »fallen woment and to »civiliset co-
lonial subjects. Crossing the lines between the different women Lha-t ‘aeducatedc,
ysaved¢ and scivilised« was central to the construetion of Dutch feminism: a new
subject was created. Implied in this new subjectivity however was the construction
of the objects¢ of women's work for the nation: the women who had to be saved,
uplifted and civilised. .
Fmbedded in Dutch colonial discourse, the language used (o desc.n!_ae these
yothers¢ was often patronising and condescending. Although Dutch fem!msts suec-
ceeded in bringing together different women from all parts of Dutch society at the
Exhibition of 1898, they did not succeed in defining »women« as a category that
went beyond colonial relations. At certain moments, e.g. when they discussed the
role of Dutch women in the Dutch colonies, the women’s movement of the late 1.9lh
century contributed to the emergence of the language of empire. Feminist h.istonans
who are interested in the history of differences among women must take this aspect

of the legacy of difference seriously.
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